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Main findings of the EurObserv'ER Biofuels Barometer 2020 

Last year, biofuel consumption used in transport in the European Union of 28 increased by just 
over 1.1 million tons oil equivalent (Mtoe). According to EurObserv’ER, it should stabilize at 17.8 
Mtoe in 2019, as against 16.7 Mtoe in 2018, which is a 6.8% increase. This growth is directly linked 
to the increase in certain member countries’ incorporation mandates, through policies implemented 
(linked to motivational taxes or fuel-wide obligations to reduce GHG emissions) to achieve the 
binding 10% target of renewable energies in the transport sector by the end of 2020. 
 
The breakdown of biofuel sources for 2019 for the EU28 (including UK) is: 

• biodiesel: 80.5% 
• bioethanol: 18.0%  
• biogas: 1.5 % 

 
As for biogas fuel consumption (biogas purified until an equivalent quality to that of Natural Gas is 
obtained) meant for NGV (Natural Gas Vehicle) motorisations, is now identified in 9 countries. 
Some Member States view biogas fuel as a strategic priority for achieving the renewable target 
share in transport by the 2030 timeline. This particularly applies to Sweden and Italy whose 
legislation encourages its use in transport. 

The next EurObserv’ER barometer will cover: Heat pumps 

Key data for the EU Biofuel sector in 2020 

17.8 Mtoe Total biofuel consumption in EU28 transport 2019 (16.7 Mtoe in 2018) 
99.9% Share of consumption certified as sustainable in 2019 (99.7% in 2018) 

Biodiesel 
14.3 Mtoe Biodiesel consumption in the EU in 2019 (13.5 Mtoe in 2018) 
80.5 %  Share of biodiesel in overall biofuel consumption in 2019 (80.7% in 2018) 

Bioethanol 
3.2 Mtoe Bioethanol consumption for transport in the EU in 2019  (3.01 Mtoe in 2018) 
18.0%  Share of bioethanol in overall biofuel consumption in 2019 (18.1% in 2018) 



 

  

 
 
LINKS and FREE DOWNLOADS 
 

• ANNUAL REPORT: “The State of renewable energies in Europe”, 19th edition, 
https://www.eurobserv-er.org/19th-annual-overview-barometer 

• DATABASE: https://www.eurobserv-er.org/online-database 
• GRAPHS: https://www.eurobserv-er.org/press-corner-graphs-and-tables 
• TWITTER: https://twitter.com/EurObserv_ER 
• PRESS RELEASES: https://www.eurobserv-er.org/download-press-releases 

 
 
Further Information and subscription to newsletter: https://www.eurobserv-er.org 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The next EurObserv’ER barometer will cover the topic: 

BIOFUELS 

 
Links and free downloads 

− REPORT: “The State of renewable energies in Europe”, 18th edition,  
https://www.eurobserv-er.org/18th-annual-overview-barometer 

 

For further information, please contact: 
Ms Diane Lescot 
Observ’ER 
146, rue de I’Université 
75007 Paris / France 
Tel: +33 (0) 1 44180080 
Email : diane.lescot@energies-renouvelables.org 

About EurObserv’ER  
Since 1999, EurObserv’ER regularly publishes market reports (Barometers) containing energy data reflecting dynamics in 
renewable sources of energy in 10 sectors (solar PV, wind, hydropower, geothermal energy, biogas, solid biomass, biofuels, heat 
pumps, small hydro, renewable waste) within the EU-28 and worldwide. 
 
Note for editors 
Suggested report citation: EurObserv’ER: “Biofuels Barometer 2020, https://www.eurobserv-er.org/category/all-biofuels-
barometers We appreciate receiving a short reference when EurObserv’ER data is used in an article, report, news, or website. 
Please send an e-mail to diane.lescot@energies-renouvelables.org. 
 
Disclaimer 
This barometer was prepared by Observ'ER in the scope of the EurObserv'ER project, which groups together Observ'ER (FR), 
TNO Energy Transition (NL), the Renewables Academy (RENAC) AG (DE), Frankfurt School of Finance and Management (DE), 
Fraunhofer-ISI (DE) and Statistics Netherlands (CBS, NL). The information and views set out in this publication are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the Commission. The Commission does not guarantee the accuracy 
of the data included in this study. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the Commission’s behalf may be held 
responsible for the use, which may be made of the information contained therein. 


